
 
On behalf of the Board of 

Directors, we are looking 

forward to seeing many of you 

in Asheville at the Conference 

in July.  

 
One important item remains. 

Congratulations to Larry Odom 

on his most recent achievement 

as Honorary Member in the 

NCAZO Organization. He now 

joins the elite few that are 

recognized for outstanding 

services, loyalty, and dedication 

to the Organization. 

Our Association is strong! 

Membership renewals and the 

recent workshop attendance say 

it all. The winter workshop was 

a huge success. The Board 

extends a special thank you to 

Chairs, Todd Rademacher and 

Grace Smith. Their workshop 

planning and dedication were 

extremely evident. As president, 
I would like to personally thank 

all the Board Members, the 

guest speakers, Dave Owens, 

Rich Ducker, and all the 

members and their jurisdictions 

for their association support. 

The Board was very pleased 

that we had several past 

presidents in attendance. Past 

presidents in attendance were: 

Andy Thomas, Wendell Holland, 

Brent Graybeal, Larry Odom, 

Penny Tysinger, Joey Lea, Gary 

Ouellette, and Geoffrey 

Pearson.  

 
Welcome and congratulations 

to Angela Birchett on her 

appointment to the Board of 

Directors (Central) and on her 

appointment to serve as 

Certification Chair. If you 

attended the workshop, your 

updated credit maintenance 

hours are posted on the 

website. If you have concerns or 
questions regarding your credit 

maintenance hours, please 

contact Angela or one of the 

Cer t i f icat ion Commit tee 

Members. All of their contact 

information can be found on the 

web-site at www.ncazo.org 

  
Congratulations to Christopher 

Gibbons of Brunswick County. 

Chris won the free annual 

conference prize. We look 

forward to seeing him in 

Asheville.  

 
Speaking of Asheville, our 

annual conference dates are fast 

approaching. Our conference 

will be held in Asheville at the 

Crowne Resort Plaza.  The 

conference dates are July 25th 

through 28th, 2010. Hopefully 

many of you will have the 

opportunity to attend.  Plans are 

well underway for what 

promises to be an exciting and 

educational conference.  Please 

make reference to the NCAZO 

policy concerning required 

CZO maintenance credits when 

you request travel or training 

from your jurisdiction. For 

more information, or if you 

wish to volunteer, you may 

contact the Conference Chairs, 

Kevin Medeiros and Sean 

Ten ce r .  Up da ted  20 10 

conference information and 

their contact information are 

available on our web-site.  

 
The Certified Zoning Official 

course dates that are being 

offered at the School of 

Government are quickly 

approaching. The Certification 

Zoning Course will be offered 

at the School of Government in 

May. For specific dates, fees, and 

registration information, please 

v i s i t  t h e  w e b- s i t e 

www.ncazo.org. 

 
Your ideas, comments, and 

willingness to volunteer are 

always welcome.   
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The ultimate 

measure of a man 

is not where he 

stands in moments 

of comfort and 

convenience, but 

where he stands at 

times of challenge 

and controversy. 

- Martin Luther 

King, Jr. 
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Loray Averett is the 

2009-2010 President of 
NCAZO.  

 

As always he served humbly 

with Distinction and Honor 

worthy of this recognition and 

much more. 

Larry you will be missed.   

 

Larry has served Nash County 

in a zoning capacity for 30 plus 

years. He joined NCAZO in 

1986 and obtained his 

certification in 1991.  

 

He has served the Association 

as eastern representation in 

various roles such as eastern 

director, 2nd and 1st vice-

presidents, and President of 

NCAZO. He also served as an 

At-Large member of the 

Certification Committee. Even 

after al l h is volunteer 

contributions, Larry was asked 

to serve on the Board a second 

time as Treasurer, which was a 

very unusual decision for the 

Board of Directors; However, 

the decision was due to serving 

the best interest of the entire 

membership. Larry accepted 

and served yet again another 5 

years.  

 

During his term as Treasurer, 

Larry took on the responsibility 

to incorporate the Association 

to be recognized as legal non-

profit status as well as the 

extra work of amending the 
Constitution to reflect the 

status.   

 

L a r r y  w a s  e x t r e m e l y 

instrumental in working with 

and leading certification 

requirements and in continuing 

communications with the 

School of Government. In 

addition to his regular Board 

duties, he also led the 

certification committee in their 

des ign  to  c rea te  the 

maintenance credit program 

for the certified zoning officials 

throughout the State of North 

Carolina.  

 

For the record, Larry also 

spent many extra hours 

creat ing, design ing and 

maintaining the NCAZO 

Scholarship Program. He has 

been a Pioneer in so many 

aspects of this Association, it is 

difficult to even recall or 

mention all the achievements.   

 

Larry has dedicated thousands 

of hours to the Association and 

its members. His enthusiasm 

and dedication went way 

beyond any normal Board 

duties. Larryõs ability to 

recognize the need for 

organizational growth and to 

place that growth into a plan of 

action by using his skills to 

create a path others could 

follow will always be invaluable 

to the entire Organization.  

 

And last, but not least counties 

and municipalities all over this 

State have been, or somehow 

will be touched by Larryõs 

professional individual actions 

A Presidential Tribute to Larry Odom,  

Honorary Member 



was very heartwarming.  I wish 

I had been able to express my 

thanks to all at that time, but as 

some of you know, there were 

some tears and I did not want 

to loose it.   

 
Finally, thank you to the Board 

of Directors that voted for me 

to be an honorary member of 

the NCAZO.  My time with 

the Association has been fun 

and as each of you knows, 

when something is fun, you give 

it your all.  I will miss the one 

committees are keeping up the 

tradition of past committees 

and boards.  The association 

has grown so much since 1985 

and will only get better. 

 
Thanks to each of the Past 

Presidents that had so many 

kind words, comments, and 

well wishes Tuesday morning.  

To have people that I have 

looked up to thank me for my 

service as a member and past 

board member of the NCAZO 

on one contact with each of 

you now that I am out of the 

zoning field, but as many of you 

know me, each of you will be in 

my heart.  I am hoping to 

attend as many of the future 

conferences that I can, 

especially the coastal ones, and 

hope to see many of you there.  

Larry 

Larry S. Odom, CZO 

Member, NCAZO 

 

Many Thanks!!! 

By learning you 

will teach; by 

teaching you 

will learn.  

- Latin proverb 
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Larry has left the building . . .  

conferences were wel l 

informing and educational, and I 

really learned a lot about most 

of you during the excursions 

on a fishing boat, whitewater 

rafting, bus rides, sitting by the 

pool and most of all in the 

hospitality room.  For those 

that attended the retirement 

party in the hospitality room 
and shared in the cabin cake, 

thank you.  I know not many of 

you enjoyed DJ Kevinõs initial 

selection of songs, Three Dog 

Night, but as it turned out, he 

had many selections for all.  

in more ways than can ever be 

predicted.   

 

Based on the fact that Larry far 

exceeds the criteria for 

Honorary Membership, I am 

requesting a nomination for 

Larry Odomõs membership 

status to be recognized as 

Honorary Membership.  

 

On February 23, 2010, the 

Board of Directors gained a 

unanimous vote to establish 

Larry Odom as an Honorary 

Member.  

I would like to thank all of 

those members at the NCAZO 

Winter Workshop in Cary that 

wished me well in my 

retirement from Nash County.  

R e t i r i n g  f r o m  c o u n t y 

government was not a hard 

decision, however, realizing 

that I would be leaving my 

friends within the NCAZO was 
the hard part.    I have been a 

member since 1985 and have 

greatly enjoyed the networking, 

and friends I have made within 

the association.  The sessions 

at  the workshop and 

For those of you that chose to 

say a few words, thank you.  I 

felt as though I did have friends 

within the NCAZO, but each 

of you really came out during 

the workshop with the 

humbling comments and well 

wishes.   

 
Thanks to the Certification 

Committee and Board of 

directors for all they did for me 

in Cary.  It has been a pleasure 

working with such professional 

people.  Needless to say, the 

N C A Z O  b o a r d  a n d 


